


ALIIEO ARTISTS 

VICTOR MATURE RED BUTTONS 

RHONDA FLEMING 

IRWIN ALLEN’S 
ProilBctien ot 

“THE BIG CIRCUS” 

KATHRYN GRANT VINCENT PRICE 
PETER LORRE DAVID NELSON 

M Cs-SUitins 

GILBERT ROLAND 

IS the Aerialist 

In CINEMASCOPE « and TECHNICOLOR » 
PredHced hy Irwtn Mien 
DiKcM br Jesepli M. Ntminin 

Screanpiar by Itvrm Allen, Cbarles Btnnell, iiri Inini Witlace 
Sss«il on a story by Irwin Allen 



And enlists the aid of a banker and a 
girl publicist. 



And everyone in the circus becomes a 
suspect. 



Whirling's big circus gets into ruinous 
finoncial difficulties ■ . . 



The show continues to be mysteriously 
plagued with disasters ... 



But an act of heroism again brings 
fame and security to the big top. 




OME MOENlMG , ON ONE OF 
NEW VOeK CITY'S BUSIEST 
STREETS , WENKV JASPER 
WWIRLINS ABRiVES IN 
FEDNTOFA LAEOE ANO 
STATELY BANkriN© 

INSTITUTION... 



©OOP LUCK, 
BOSS/ 



WAIT WERE ' KEEP 
TUE MUSIC eOlNS' 
TU.'S SI-toULDN'T 
■ TAKELON®/^ 



LOOKATTWAT, 

WILL YOU ! CRAZIEST 
SISWT IVE EVEBSEEN, 
ITS A CieCUS WA60N / 



I AM 'AND JUDGING 
BY YOUB UNUSUAL 
ENTRANCE YOU ABE 
. MR. WWIBLIN&/ .j 



HENRY JASPER 
WHIRLING TO SEE 
J.T. NELSON/ . 



BOOP MORNING, 
GENTLEMEN/ , 
WHICH ONE OF J 
YOU IS MR. / 
NELSON ? y 
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TWATS RI0HT/ hank WMIKLlN© , OWNER: 
OP THE ?1SSEST SHOW ON EAKTW.' NOW 
SUPPOSE WB SET RISHT OCWN TO 
BUSINESS ON THE LOAN I ASKED POE. 



WE UNPEeSTANP THAT THE PBEVIOUSLV 
C0M9INE0 CIKCUSES OP "WHlRLlNS AND 
BOeWAN" HAVE NOW BECOME 
INDEPENDENT SHOWS , AND 
THAT VOUtZ CieCUS IS NOW 







A FEW D^S LATER , AT WIRLIM6'S WlNTEe OUABTses IN CAUFORNlA... 



tmepe it is. SMEPMAN. 

TWB BIGGEST SHOW ON EAp- 

^ ANP IT’S All mine 




A WOMAN PPESS AGEIvrr/ 

I WON'T HAVE IT/ NO 
FEMALE MAS B/EE 
PusucizEP MV cjecus. 
ANYWAY/ 1 DO THE 
MieiNe AEOUMD J-tE^/ 




TM AFRAID IT'S 
OUT OF YOUR 
HANDS, MB. 
WMIBL(N6/ THE 
bank AUTHORISED 
ME TO ENSA0E 
MISS HARRISON. .. 
SHE'S THE BEST 

available/ 



NOT NOW.' I'Ve 
GOT AUDITIONS 
AND REHEARSALS 
’..UNLESS TOU'RB 
GOING TO HANDLE 
rNA%-^CO/ 







5ET 



ess 



E^I0UeES 



-TMOSe AKE TME 
FUVINS COUNOS... 

zAcu And mama 
COLINQ, ANDTOMMV 
soeDON ,~n-lE 
" CATCHER"... 





PM JEANN1E,V0UE NEW 

SeCEETAev tUST APpOINTSD 

BY HANK whirling ^S. WANTS 
VOU TO OKAV THIS BUPSET/ 








I TOLD >0U THIS WAS A 6RSAT IDEA, 
SWeSMAN... JUST LOOK AT TWB 
TUeNQUT/SOME B(© NEWSPAPEeMBN 




VOU MEAN M/SS ^ASSlSON j 
SOT TMOS6 MEN TO COMB /_ _ 

HEeE»/~ ^ 

X SHE HAS IMPOeTANT , 
PSlENDSi MC.WMISLING/ 
%HE PISURED IP SHE 
COULDN’T BEAT YOU 







MEUei^'S V^DS WAVE TWE 
DESIRED EFFECT... 



TMANKS, Miss wAeeisoN... \no...but 
•Slit po vou eeAllv believe Jtuis -V/AV no 
THOSE suvs 'Will kill jZJ one v/ill cau 

THESTOeVf J irATASTELESS 

I 7 PLBLlCnV STUNT/ 

{ SV ASKING THEM 



WELL SAID, 
Miss warcisonj 



, GUESS I WAS ' 
' WRONG-' I'M 
SOBRy,WHIPLINS. 



or incrw 

,VOT TO publish 
. TWE STOeV, 
I SUASANTEeP , 
rr,r I Be IWOBIMT/ 




VOU KNOW... THERE GOES A 
sharp woman.' DOSeONED 

IF I'M NOT 6LAP 1 

HIRED HER / » 



F1NALLV,THE whirling CtECUS STARTS 
TS CZOSS'COUMTev tour... 




AND IN EACH TOWN THE RESULTS AJSE THE 

same... — >. 

mamxTpj sold out again.' vm going 

^Bl^l TO RUM the BORMAN 

ffeOTHERS RIGHT OUT * 

^ BUSINESS / 



HOWEVER HANK VWIRLIMG'S 
HAPPIS ^SS IS SHORT-LIVED... 
rr-T-.-— WHAT IN tarnation IS 

/ that contraption? 

I SHERMAN , DID VOU HAVE 
V. ANYTHING TO DO WITH THIS 





wHeeete 






WE U^OCKEC> TUB gURMlMS 
HAV AWAV PSSOM THE TE^f^.' 






TMIS IS THE END OP rT.SHBEMAN/ THE 
V/HOLE CIBOUS MISUT WAVE SONE UP 1^ 
PLAMES/ TELL VoUK BAMK 1 WANJT OUT 
OP tub peal ... AND I WANT VOU OUT OP 
TWIS CieCUS BV MOBNIN©/ . 



HANH: WWIKLINS DEIVES THE JEEP 
INTO THE EOARiNQ INPEpNO... 



NICE WOZK/ THANK HEAVENS 
Me. WUIRLIN©/ i VOU'EE NOT WUCT/ 






ffUT IF ffOeWAN'S 
tJlEED someone 
TO PO THIS, > 
V/UO IS ITZ A 



TUANKSiJEANNie... 
I... I'M KiNPOFFOND 
OF THE VVMieLlN© 
PAMILV MVSELF / y 



I'M SUAD VOU'EB 
©OIN0 TO STAV, 
BANDY.' I LIKE-.. 

I MEAN. HANK 
NEEDS A MAN ^ 
LIKE YOU / yO 



T COULD SB 
I ANYONE, SHEBMANi 
ANVONS AT ALL • 



THE WHIBLIN© 
CIBCU& A0AIN, BUT THIS TIME 
IT IS NO FAULT OF HlEED 
SA0OTEUKS... 



WMAT'S TLE 
LATEST* > 



.WOBSE THAN I THOUSHT/ 
WE'EE FLOODED OUT OF 
PITTSBURSH AND 'WEWEKE 
due -webe TOMOBBOW.' 



THE BOEMAN BBOTWEES ARE IN 
FLORIDA. ..PERFECT WEATHER.AND 
THEY'RE PLAVIN0 TO RECORD ^ 

CROWDS { tjy ■ 

■j-Yi |-| 1 1 jHT CAN VOU TAKE SOME 

I BAD NEWS * 



BUT MOW CAM I VIAKE TWE PAYMENT 
WHEN IT OlpNT EVEN COME INTO TWE 
SOX OPPlCE? WE'VE BEEN PLOCDEO 
OUT OP Eveev town between WEI?E , 
AND DAULAS...AN P MQgE AUEAD/^ 

BOCMAN MADE AM , 
OCPEB TO SUV YOU J 
OUT/ ' 





HEO DISOWN ME IF HE KNEW/ BUT 1 H<iV£ 
TO PO IT/ BANDV... MV MOTMEB WAS A 
PLIEe..t A FAMOUS ONE... SHE PIED 
IN A FALL FeOM TWE M1®M TbAPEZE / 



FLVINS HAS 5ECOME A SOBT OF V 
CHALLeNSe AND A SVMSOL TO MB .' ) 
ONE DAY lU FLY BEFORE A REAL 

audience... just ONCe/ THEN 
I'LL BE gEApy TO SETTLE POWNj ^ 

BUT IT'6 CgAZV/ _ 
JgANNlE... VOU MtSHT 
GST MUST.' VOU 





•rHEN VOU OO CAfee/l WAS 
WONDEeiNS IF VOU'O SVBIZ 
(5 BT SeoUND to UETtiN© 
MB KNOW/ 



AS TWE FOerV-EISMT WOUES OEAW 
TO A CLOSE, WANK WWlEUNQ EETUCNS 
FEOM MIS TglP>.. ^ 

ive GOT MV mieacleTy 

EANC>Y/V/E'EE GOING JL ^V^'AT^ r/> 



BUT WE'VE I IFTMS BANK FOEE- 
60T TME \ CLOSED. THE TOLIE / 
WMOLE TOUE ) WOULD BE CANCELLED 
ALKEADV / ANVWAV/ SO I 
BOOKED/ y cancelled IT hAVSSLPf 

" ^ WE'LL 6EAB that ONE 

\ ri N'<?WT STAND IN NIASARA 
\ V and open in MANHATTAN 
\\ 7 TWO DAVS LATEE/ . 



THE BOEMAN CIECUS GOES INTO 
MADISON SQUAEE GARDEN IN S[')( 
WEEKS/ IF WE JUMP INTO A CIEOIS 
MUNSey new VORK first WE 
COULD CLEAN UP/ WE CAN'T GET 
THE garden, BUT 1 LINED UP A 
r GOOD SPOT' ^ 



NOW'S VOUR CHANCE TO SHOW US WMAT 
KIND OF A PUBLICITV AGENT YOU ARE. 
HELEN/I'M TOSSING IT INTO VOUE LAP/ 
SPEND THE WORKS... MAKE NEW YORK 
OUR MIRACLE/ ~ 



IT JUST MIGHT 
WORK ...IF... 

IF WE HAD A 
STUNT... 



STUNT' 



StJE'S WGHT/ WE need SOMETNINS 
BIS.' an ATLANTIC swim... a climb DP 
THE EMPIRE STATE.,. MAVBE AN 
AIRPLANE COVEeiN© THE CfTV WITH 

tickeb-tApe... 





NO.ZACM/ 2ACH SPEAK’S TBULV... 

THAT'S OITT/ BLONblN DID IT A 

IT'S TOO . I MUNDEEDVEABS AtSO! 
DANGEEOUS I ZACH CAN DO tT.TOO ' 




THEN I Do fT ON MV OWN ! 
Without voue pebmission' 
MAMA WILL BE PEOUD OF Mg ... 
EVEeVONE VrtLL BE PBOUD... 

IT IS SETTLED • 






STOP WfZeyfN©, J NOTIP I CAN TALK 
HELSN.., ZACW IS ( HIM OUT ni I 
TMg GeeATEST/ ) WAhfTeP TO TEV and 
ME'LL MAKS IT/ / PEI?SL1ADE MAMA 
„ / COLINO TONl©MT,BUT 

^ StJE'S IN -mEFOewATO 

SECTION WITM A SICK 
K OlfZL.SAav MOPOEIZ... 



SUDDENLV^ TUE T?AIN ©IVES A 
SeiNDINS LUI?CM... 



sometmins's weoNs/ 

WE'RE STOPPINS / 



TWAT NI6WT, IN TWE OFFICE OF TWE 

BOSMAN BeoTMges ciecus.*. 



SURE r SAW IT' IF THAT WIRE WALKER 
CROSSES TWE FALLS, WWIRLINS WiLL WIT 
NEW YORK ON TME B10©EST WAVE OF 
EXCITEMENT SINCE WASUINGTON 
CROSSED TWE DELAWARE/ , - 

WE'LL BE IN 
NIAGARA At 
MIDNIGHT TOMORROW/ 
MR. BORMAN ' 



, lUiTTteAlN YOU'RE ON IS RUNNIN& 

04 TWO SECTIONS JUST LIKE ALWAVS/ 
SOU KNOW WWAT TO C>0 i ^ ^ 



later that SAME JJl&HT, THE 
WHIBLINS TRAINS SPEED TUEOUGH 
tUe night, heading for NIASAEA 

FALLS... 





ms UD AUEAD I 
X CAN SEE 
LI0HTS ' lT...rr 
UOOK& uw:e 
^ A piee / j 



BAPMEWSTMi! ^ 
WMlCtlN6.-.MAPPtfNED 
PIFTEEN MINUTES A60 
JUSTTALkED 
TO TME ENeiNEee... 



TeAiN >MeECk... 
POUC CACS IN A 
GULLV... TEN i 
INJUEED tTWO 

DEAD/ (T WAS Oifl? 

TPAlN/TUE 

otuer SEcnor^/ . 



wans ? 

v/uo 

^VE;^£ 

-Twey* 




7WE LITTLE GieU.SALLV MOOPEE 
... AND... MAMA COLINO.. . 



MAMA 




'EM FIEST.' I'P SAY MDU FOLKS AjSB i 
STUCK HEJ?E TM^EE DAYS AT LEAST., 
COULD GO BY TWE I50AD BUT IT'S A 
GOOD twenty miles OF MOUNTAIN 

T6te(?A[N.' K 

WV^B WAVE TO MAKE 
NIAGAI?A/ NOW MOEE 
"JR TWAN EVEB / _ 




TWO TWOUSAND VEAes AGO A GUY 
NAMED MANNIBAL CBOSSED TWE ALPS 
WITW TWE HELPOFFDBTV ELEPWANTS/ 
WHEN IT COMES TO ELEPHANTS, WE'VE 
GOT HANNIBAL OUTNUMBERED/ 
iW'ffe OCOSS/V<5 TTV/fT MOUNTAIN.' 





J^AViNS THE TBAINjTUE WWIKLINS CieCUS MCVES ON TH120USH THE 
APPALACHIAN NADUNTAiN COUNTKV... A GAUDV/ PANtASTIC PROCESSION THAT 
MO^/ES SLOWLV AND WITH SADNESS BECAUSE OF THe TEASEDV IN ITS FAMiLV.. 



BUT THE NEXT DAV THE Clf?CUS OPENS ON 
SCHEDULE IN NIA0AEA... 



THE BIGSEST HOUSE 
WE'VE EVEE PLAVED 
TO... NOT AN EMPTV 
SEAT ANV place/ 
STILL THINK IT WAS 
TOO BIS A GAMBLE 
TO SWITCH THETOUE; 



notonlvtoo bis, 

BUT TOO COSTLV/ 
TWO DEATHS AND A 
TEAIN WRECK ARE 
TOO MUCH To OAV, 
FOE ANVTNINS/ 






AND NOW.. .IN THE CENTER ElNS, 
THE SREATEST CIRCUS PERFORMER 
OF ALL time .. . IT IS MV GREAT HONOR 
^Ar-U rm iKin f 





BUT TW£N,TWE CROWP SENSES THAT 
SOMETH INS ISWeONS ^ITH TWE 0REAT 
COLlNO... 



TMBK6 iS AN ELECTRIC EXPECTANCV 
IN THE AIE AS ZACH STAETS OUT 
ONTO THE HISH WIRE... 



IT'S ALL OVER; TQWMY. 
HE'S LOST HIS NERV/E.' 



... landing in the net BELOW as gasps 

COME FROM THE AUDIENCE ... 



ZACH SHUDDECS... HlS HAND 
COMES TO HIS EVES...HESWAVS 
...AND THEM HE ISFALLINS... 
CALLING... 



THAT'S THE END OP lT,RANDVl 
NOT ONLV OF POOR ZACH BUT OF 
NiASARA FALLS..,NEWVDRli...AMD 
THEWMieUMG CIRCUS/ UNLESS... 



I YOU SAY THAT To 
ME AFTEC A 
FRIENDSHIP OF 
TWENTY YEARS... 
TO ME, THE KINS 
OF ALL WIRE , 
WALKERS 7 



A FEW MINUTES LATER, IN ZACH'S WAGON. 



SOU HEAR ME, ZACH? 
YOU'RE YELLOW /I , 
DIDN'T ASK YOU TO 
WALK THE FALLS... 
SOU VOLUNTEERED.' 



I COULD 

NEVER MAKE IT. 
X'M ...SICK... 



(T WASN'T NEceSSA^.V I SdESS 
EVgevONe COULD MEAe mv lectuee 
NOU MAlp wav Aceoss J WAS A LITHE 




EVEN IP HE DIES TOMORROW, WE'LL V 
DIE IN SLORV INSTEAD OP LIVIN© ’ 
IN FAILURE / ^T IF 2ACH DOESN'T 
walk NIAGARA U£‘S DBA£> ALt?£ADV/ 



"rpu DONT understand I 

2AO* Aft/sr WALK THOSE FALLS' 
WITH MAMA SONE HE'D BE LOST IF 
HE CAN'T CARS5VON IN HIS WORK/ 
146 CAN'T LIVE ON IF HE DOESN'T/ 







THE WEVrr DAYv AT THE N|A©AeA PALLS, 



.. , ZACU COLINO'S UPTWEE£/ 

_J ladies AMD ©ENTLEMEN... 
TWE CLlPr DCOPS AWAV A FULL 
^ TWO LIUNDBED FEET, THAT WIZE IS 

asiswtto see, ..must 5e a thousand 

FEET OF IT. rrSTEBTCMES AwAV AceoSSTHE 
eAPips...wrrn twe falls 'iviundeping 



VOU IN'CANADA ! 



THIS !s IT.'ZAcM COLINO...TWE GI?EATEST 
V/ltSE WALkEE INTWEWOffLD TODAY... 
STEPPIMS OLfrONTO THEWIEE...THE FIRST 
TIME IM A HUNDRED YEARS ANYONE 



HANIk/ HELEN. AND HANS WAIT ON THE 
nAdian side of the falls... 



MORE 

THAN 



A MOMENT LATER, ZACH STARTS THE 
TERRIFYING WALK FROM THE AMERICAN 

Side... --- — 

^ have a nice ^ 

GOOD LUCK, V STROLL' SEE 



ZACM MOVES OUT OVER THEVAWNINg 
CHASM... ACVANCING slowlv... 
balancing himself carefullv... 





ONLY A LITTLG FAeTWER... 
T MUST MAKE VT...X MUST, 



USMAOeiTf 
ZAO-l COUNO'S 
_ MAP£/T' 



jVSiV VOfZK^ ^ 
A/£B£ we COMSi 



LADIES AND 0EMTLEMEN...TMIS COULD BE 
SEeioaS...THE WIND IS BESINNIN© TO PICK 
UP/ COLINO IS HAVINS A MARbTIME KEEPIM6 
MIS BALANCE... BUT... HE'S <30IN^ ON.. 



TWe CROWD eoES WILD AS ZACM 
BEACHES THE CANADIAN SIDE OF 
THE FALLS... 




1 WOPE ME FINDS “rWE TCUTW 
SOMEDAV... BUT RU3MT NOW, 
WE'VE ©OT WOCK TO DO . .. IN 
NEW YORK ' ^ 



MELEN 



I SAID I’D WALK THE PALLS AND 
KILL YOU APT6E IT WAS DONE... 
BUT OUT THERE IT CAME TO ME... 
VOU’RE NOT WORTH IT, HANK / 



NOU'Ve SAVED TME 
CIRCUS FOR ME, 
2ACM ' ^ ^ 



NCrr FOE YOU... 
FOR MV RALS, 
WHO PUT THEJE 
MONEV IN YDUE 
SHOW... WHO 
depend on tTFCP 
TWElp LIVIN©/. 



ME... REALLY DOESN'T UNDERSTAND/ ) 
HANK.' HE'S ALIVE AsAlN... BUT IT'S 

VOU WHO MADE IT POSSIBLE / , ^ 

^ THANKS, 






STEP ei©MT IKJ, MV PCIENDS... ^ ^ 

TW£ Bl&e>£Sr SMOW ON BAKTW ... TW£ 1 

PAMOUS ViUlKUN© CIRCUS... INCLUPiNS' 

T«e MAN VOU ALL WANT TO see... TWB 1 

MEKO OF TWE SPECTUACULAP- ACHieVEMENT 
AT NiA&AEA FALLS . ZACU COUNO/f^/MSeLr! 






















JEANNIB SWINGS GI&VCBPUULV ON TMS 
TRAPSZB , esADV TO PSBFORM THB 
dangekous stunt FOKTUE PHRST. 

ANP MAYBE THE LAST TIME... 



f ME COMPLETES A MlD-AlR SOME?. 

AUUT, BEACHES OUT FOB TOMMY'S 
HANDS... 



Missep j^ejz t 

SUiB'S 

BNS'LL OVS/ZSf^PlPT 
— THS NSn 



JEANNIE PLUMMETS 
DOWvlWARp... 



ZACM CaiNO.SCElMG UEANNIE PIVIM6 
TO HEE C»EATH,ALSO DlVESiWlTWA 
SPEED VMICH ISSTARTUNG... 



AND LlkOS A CONTROLLED BULLET. 
2ACW ‘SMOULDERS' JBANNIE _ 
TOWARD THE SAFETY OF THE NET 
BELOW... X— 





applause sweeps "TUe *TlEls/T As TMC NEAE PAtAL. ACCIDENT 
appears to Twe CBCWP to SE a * teC4EA5aCBD THRltL*.# 





The Dell TrndemnrJt- is, and altvays 
has been, a positive guarantee that 
c magazine bearing it ron* 
tains only clean and wholesome 
entertainment. The Dell code elimi- 
nates entirely, rather than regulates, 
objectionable material. That's why 
when your child buys a Dell Comic 
you can be sure it contains only good 
fun. ‘'DELL COMICS ARE GOOD COMICs” 
is our only credo and constant goal, 

. . . . 






CIRCUS CHOiy 





Circus men and women work hard and eat heartily. Meaia, 
warmed on modern steam tables, are served under the 
canvas of the dining tent for performer and laborer alike. 




The circus kitchen operates on a tijrht 
schedule. A special flap is raised on one of 
the tent poles when each meal is being 
served, but after it is lowered, nobody 
can get a bite to eat. 




Ponderous animals have ponderou.s appe- 
tites, and a large portion of circus food is 
hay. It must be kept on hand to feed horses, 
giraffes, camels, and elephants, 




The dining tent i.H the fir.st one up after 
unloading begins in the early dawn of the 
cii'cus day. Breakfast Ls .served immediate- 
ly. Lunch is from eleven until twelve, and 
dinnertime is held from four-thirty to .six. 




Fresh meat is also purcha.sed to feed the 
big cats. A full-grown lion or tiger can 
consume fourteen pounds per day, while 
the smaller cats, such a.s leopards, eat le.ss. 





BIG-TOP 

BUFFOOITEIIY 




Hen; come the clowns with their painted luces and color- 
ful costumes. Circus clowns spend many hours thinking 
up and trying out their gags. When they appear under the 
big lop, their pranks have been rehearsed to perfection. 





Some routines, such as the clown fire de- 
partment and the clown band, require props 
and several participating clowns. The.se 
group acts are called production numbers. 




People often wonder if the constant appli- 
cation of grease paint ami make-up is hard 
on the complexion of a clown. It probably 
is not, as clowns get a facial beauty treat- 
ment every time their make-up is applied. 




The circus name for clown is “joey.” This 
term came from the nickname of Joseph 
Grimaldi, a theatrical clown of long ago. 
about whom Charles Dickens wrote a book. 




The circus "joey" may change his costume 
several times during the course of a per- 
formance, but he will never change his 
face because it is his own pcr.sonal trade- 
mark. No other down will copy it. 





